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The Bruce Trail is Canada's oldest and 
longest footpath, it provides the only 
continuous public access to the 
magnificent Niagara Escarpment, a 
UNESCO World Biosphere Reserve.  
 
With 895 km of main Bruce Trail and 
400 km of side trail. The Bruce Trail 
stretches along the Niagara 
Escarpment, passing cliffs and caves, 
vineyards, pastures, forest and 
magnificent blue shorelines. 



   
 
 

The Bruce Trail Conservancy is a 
charitable, volunteer 

organization working to preserve 
public access to a conservation 

corridor along the Niagara 
Escarpment, while restoring its 

natural habitat 
 
 
 



The Bruce Trail 
Conservancy has over 
9,000 members, 1,500 
volunteers and 16 staff 
 
About 400,000 visits are 
made to the Trail each year 
 
The 9 Clubs that make up 
the BTC run more than 
1,500 guided hikes each 
year 
 



The Bruce Trail 
Conservancy on the 
International Stage 
 
• A UNESCO World 

Biosphere Reserve 
 

• Member of the World 
Trails Network 
 

• Member of the 
Friendship Trail 
program 

 



What is the Friendship Trail Program? 
• The concept was developed by the Jeju Olle with the 

first Friendship Trail opening in 2010 
• Since then the program has been adopted and 

promoted by the World Trails Network 
 

• It involves twinning or pairing 2 trails – similar  to 
twinned cities 

• It allows for international recognition for both trails 
• It provides good promotion and possible tourism 

opportunities for both trails 
• It creates a venue for sharing information 
• It promotes the importance of hiking trails 



Bruce Trail Friendship Trail Program 



The Bruce Trail Conservancy support 
for the Friendship Trail Program 

What is involved 



Friendship Trails on the BTC Website 



BTC Guidebook 



On Trail Signage 



Bruce Trail 
Magazine 



 





Opening Ceremonies 

•   



In return from our Friendship Trail 
Partner 

• Signage on trail 
• Acknowledgement 

of the Bruce Trail 
Conservancy and 
our partnership 

• Opening ceremony 



What happens next… 



BTC Volunteers 
from the Niagara 
Club at the Rim 
of Africa trail 
opening in South 
Africa 



BTC Volunteers from 
the Dufferin Hi-Land 
Club hiking on the 
Bibbulmun Track in 
Australia 



BTC Volunteers from the 
Beaver Valley Club hiking 
on the Sendero Pacifico 
in Costa Rica 



BTC Volunteer from the 
Caledon Hills Club hiking 
on the Jeju Olle in South 
Korea 



BTC Staff and Volunteers 
from the Niagara Club 
hiking on the Offa’s Dyke 
Path in Wales 



LMT representatives 
hiking on the Bruce Trail 



Upcoming Friendship Trail Events: 
 
• Organized Volunteer Work Party of BTC Volunteers on the 

Sendero Pacifico – November/December 2016 
 

• Ongoing hikes on the LMT section of the Bruce Trail – recent 
picnic and overnight between the Sydenham Club and the LMT 
group  
 

• BTC Volunteers are engaged and interested in traveling around 
the world to enjoy the beauty and experience of hiking on the 
trails of our Friendship Trail partners. The BTC is thinking of 
creating a badge to support this practice. 



Benefits of the Friendship Trail Program 

• International recognition 
• Prestige with other trails and with government 

bodies 
• Tourism linkages 
• Signage about the BT on other trails 
• Benefit to BTC members and volunteers 

 



In Conclusion 

• The Friendship Trail program is a “boots to the 
ground” approach to connect people from 
around the world to the ground beneath their 
feet, wherever they may be 
 

• Like the UESCO World Biosphere Reserve 
program, the Friendship Trail program has 
placed the Bruce Trail Conservancy on the 
International Stage 
 



Thank you 
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