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An analysis of factors inducing use of a nest by plural indivuduals
in Japanese flying squirrels, Pteromys momonga
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Summary: Japanese flying squirrels, Pteromys momonga, are solitary in social system. However it is known that the plural
adults s rest in a nest together which is a rare phenpmenon in solitary species of mammals. In the present study, the
biological meaning of use of a nest by plural adults in Japanese flying squirrels was examined by inspecting each of
following three hypothesises. (1) NUPA occurs because males or females try to secure their mates. (2) Nest use by plural
adult (NUPA) occurs because of lack of appropriate nest sites like tree cavity. (3) NUPA occurs because squirrels try to keep
their temparature by touching each other in a nest. Results on frequency of NUPA in each month and sex combination of
indivuduals in each case of NUPA support the hypothesis (3) .
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