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Distribution of the ghost crab Ocypode stimpsoni (Crustacea: Brachyura: Ocypodidae)

on the sandy beaches in Tottori Prefecture, Honshu, Japan
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Abstract: I surveyed habitats of the ghost crab Ocypode stimpsoni (Crustacea: Brachyura: Ocypodidae) on the sandy
beaches in Tottori Prefecture, western Honshu, Japan. The species was found from 8, 5 and 14 sites on the western,
central and eastern parts of Tottori Prefecture, respectively. Although the species is widely distributed throughout these
study areas, the density of burrows was larger in the eastern area than in the western area. A series of beach scarps caused
by coastal erosion were found along the shores of the Hojo Sand Dunes where the species was not found. It indicates
that the distribution of O. stimpsoni is affected by coastal erosion. The species is not only one of the most common
creatures on the sandy beaches, but also a possible indicator for the conservation of natural coast. In order to investigate
some biological aspects of animals and plants on the sandy beaches and generate useful scientific information for their

conservation, regional natural history museums are expected to contribute as platforms for those researches.
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