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2. 24 S ERfiEI® Occupational History of the 24th Infantry Division for February
1946https:/ /archive.org/details/a438196

Occasional visits to the Japanese schools did not produce many startling evidences of departure
from provisions of the surrender terms although quite frequently patrols discovered propaganda
books, and training aids such as fencing eqipment and wooden rifles hidden in schoolroom closets.
In one instance when members of a patrol from the 21st Infantry Regiment entered a primary school
in Tottori City, Tottori Ken, the teacher surreptitiously threw some books and papers depicting
Japanese war progress in the Philippines into the wastebasket. And it was observed that the children
were drawing pictures of Japanese planes attacking ships.
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5th Battalion, The First Punjab Regiment

The Battalion reached Kure on 18 May where it was met by the C-in-C BCOF who inspected a
Guard on Honour on the Docks. The unit moved immediately to Tottori and began settling into the
very derelict barracks, partly occupied by a Coy of the U.S. Army which handed over and a
combined ceremony was held for the flag changing on June 1.

On 30th May the Battalion with Band and Colours paraded through the streets of an impressed
Tottori, doing a six mile Flag March.In the next three months after arrival in Tottori the whole of the
mountainous Prefecture was covered by patrols. During the period the Battalion was visited by the
C-in-C BCOF on June 17th. In October there were inspections by the new C-in-C BCOF, Lt-General
Robertson and again by the GOC Brindiv.

By November the Battalion was settled in all the barracks of Tottori. It had a canteen with a
F.AN.Y detachment: started the Regimental Garden and reclaimed a large area of playing fields and
a long and short range.

The battalion moved on 1 December to Tokyo and took over Guards in front of the Imperial
Palace from the 2nd Royal Welch Fusiliers on 2 December. Later detachments from 429 Ind. Fd.
Coy and the RNZAF joined the Battalion in Tokyo.On the 11th December the Battalion took part in
a combined Guard Changing Ceremony in conjunction with 1 Coy 27 Inf. U.S. Army in front of the
Imperial Palace. Guards on Honour were mounted for the C-in-C BCOF Haneda Air Port and Tokyo



Railway Station on 13 December and 26 December. In addition the Pipe Band proved a major
attraction in an American Red Cross procession on 21 December.
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4. Our occupation of Japan (Quadrant Volume 28 Issue 1-2 (Jan/Feb 1984) )

In April, 1946, I arrived in Kure aboard a troopship to join the British Commonwealth Occupation
Force (BCOF) as a Military Government Liaison Officer with the rank of Major. I had graduated
from the United States Army School of Military Government at Charlottesville, Virginia and been a
member of a small section of Colonel Conlon's Directorate of Research, whose head was Lt. Col. F.
B. Gamble, which was concerned with Military Government. After some days, I was sent to Tottori
City, where the 5/1 Punjab Battalion was to take over from the U S Army Force in that city.
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Tottori and Shimane Prefecture had been assigned to the Indian Brigade of Brindiv, the combined
British-Indian Division part of BCOF, the 5/1 Punjab’s were in Tottori city, Brigade Headquarters,
headquarter troops and a battalion of Dorsets at Matsue, capital of Shimane, and a battalion of
Mabhrattas at Hamada, a small seaport town close to the border of Yamaguchi Prefecture, in which
New Zealand component of BCOF was located. There was a unit of the Indian Airforce at Miho.
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Both Prefecture had, by Japanese standards, small population, little industry or commerce.
Communications with the centres of population facing the Inland Sea in BCOF area were poor.
There was a railway from Okayama to Yonago, where it joined the Sanin line which skirts the sea on
the western side of the Island of Hons(h)u. The cross island roads, except the road from Hiroshima
to Matsue, were barely trafficable and were not sealed. The Prefecture were real baclwaters and of
minimal significance to the military government, except for tow things: they were food surplus area



and helped to feed the starving metropolitan centres, and they faced Korea, and Koreans wanted to
enter Japan, which they could not do legally.
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The area was mountainous, unspoiled, unburnt and unbombed, a haven of peace. Today, Tottori
Prefecture is a fruitgrowing area: Tottori pears are famous, rice, and on the sand dunes by the shore
mulberries for silkworms were the principal crops. Every valley had its swiftly running stream and at
the foot of Mt.Dia-sen were hotsprings.
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My role as military government liaison officers was to facilitate the take-over by the 5-1 Punjab
Battalion of the military responsibility for the Prefecture. In fact, I had nothing to do and beyond
giving some assistance in connection with the sale of troop’s nightsoil to a farmer’s organization
known to the military government, I did nothing. It did begin my initiation into the military
occupation of Japan.
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The population of the Prefecture was reported to be about half a million. The United States
Military Government consisted of one officer (a captain) and two or three NCOs and a Japanese
interpreter (Ichiguru, Mr,Blackstore) The military garrison was one understrengthed company
commanded by a Second Lieutenant, aged twenty-two.
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For about seven days the United States unit and the advanced party of 5/1 Punjab’s were together
in the huge barracks which, according to repute, had housed a Japanese division. A greater contrast
between troops could not be imagined. The US troops lounged about the barracks, ill-dressed and
unkept, almost like a crowd of unemployed. Admittedly, they were scheduled to go back to the
United States for discharge. The Indian unit was model of ‘spick and span’ discipline. One day an
Indian soldier was observed going through drill motions on his own and an American soldier asked
an English-speaking officer what he was doing. The reply was the soldier was not satisfied with the
perfection of his drill and was practising himself to improve it. The only reply was a gasp.
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The military occupation put no strain on the troops or the military government officer; one
moved freely through the Prefecture unaccompanied, without the slightest danger, even though
according to local reports the division which had been drawn from the Tottori area had died virtually
to the last man in the abortive drive on Kohima in Assam.
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The first case of any importance with which I was concerned, occurred in Tottori Prefecture,
where a relatively high ranking officer of the provincial administration was charged with rendering
false returns to the US Military Government. This was the only case in which I saw a Japanese
lawyer appearing before the Tribunal.

DS RAMNIG S L IZ R R R IR IUR T & 7o, R B TIRBUR O el iy iz D&
T AV BEIFICAIERIZALZ L72FRTleiR Sz, THud, RAEHICHIET 5 AR
Ntz Rl Me—Dr—2TLT,

Tottori Prefecture, being a food surplus area, was attractive to black marketeers and it was
correspondingly important that the military government should get accurate accounts of stocks of
rice held, so that the disposal of the harvest could be accounted for. The trial was held with full
military solemnity in the District Court Tottori — a well constructed and planned building which
would have put to shame the District Courts of New South Wales. The American Military
Government officer who preferred the charge had returned to the United States. The record, which
had been submitted to this American Officer, when tendered, appeared to show substantial
discrepancies. The accused went into the box and his Japanese lawyer, who practiced in Tottori City,
began to elicit from him details of what the interpreter rendered as “cereus” year.
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In Tottori, my responsibilities in addition to officer in charge and special projects officer, were to
maintain liaison with prefecture officials, mainly with the chief of police, the chief prosecutor and
occasionally with the governor, and also with our Military Government team and a British unit
which was stationed in Tottori prefecture. Our office kept close observation of the Japanese
Communist Party activities, including maintaining a dossier of its leaders, and the activities of labor
unions which at that time had become very active. To help us carry out our assignment, we received
daily reports from the police department. We also hired a Japanese national to translate key news
items from the local press. I also developed a trusted interpreter, a former police officer, who was
instrumental in developing my contacts with Japanese officials annd other leaders in the community.
The assistant chief of police was a constant caller at our office and I developed a good working
relationship with him. With this background we were able to furnish headquarters with full and
accurate coverage of activities in our area of responsibility.
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Our living conditions in Tottori city were excellent. We took over a private residence where all of
the staff had well furnished private quarters. All household duties were performen by indigenous
personnel, including the preparation of meals. The US Army Quartermaster which made weekly trips
to such remote areas as Tottori, was generous in supplying the unit with provisions (actually
sufficient supplies to feed our staff and all our indigenous workers). We were provided with an
adequate number of jeeps to meet all our travelling requirements. For entertainment, the army
provided us with a movie projector and circulated American Movies throughout the outlying
districts. We were also frequently invited to parties hosted by Japanese officials and/or community
members and we, in turn, reciprocated with funds preovided by our headquarters. Of course many of
these contacts also had a business purpose. We formed a baseball team and had games with some of
the local teams. I spent a lot of time skiing during the winter months. There were also numerous bars
and night clubs which we could visit.
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